Theatre Arts 1st Semester Course Expectations—Jcontreras—jcontreras@brawleyhigh.org


Welcome to the first semester of Theatre Arts!  You will be experiencing a wide variety of activities, exercises, and assignments that will challenge your creativity, commitment, and work ethic throughout the term.  Everything is possible.  The only ingredient that is needed is YOU!  

From key terms to comprehension questions to original writing to memorization to performance to critiquing to ensemble building, you will be offered multiple opportunities to express yourself unlike any class you have been a part of.  The beauty of theatre arts is that there is something for everyone.  

We will be concentrating on acting and theatre terminology for the first semester, including vocal and body awareness and technique.  As long as you put forth your best effort, you are sure to succeed while building your self-confidence, self-esteem, and interpersonal skills.  Teamwork and ensemble building are key components of this course, so be ready to work with others in a variety of scenarios.  Every single group member matters, so be sure to put forth your best contribution.

You have a voice.  Not just the one that people can hear, but also your inner voice that can create and exclaim your desires, fears, dreams, successes, failures, and hopes.  It is very important to RESPECT others in your class.  However, you cannot respect others if you do not respect yourself.  So realize this:

You are a Special Being on this Earth.  No one is like you except for YOU.  We are all 

linked by our emotions and experiences.  You have something to give.  We will all 

learn and grow from your thoughts and positive actions.  Be yourself.  You are valued.

Remember that you have a responsibility to yourself as well as your parents, friends, and ensemble.  Always give your best effort and take pride in what you do.  You will be held accountable for not fulfilling your responsibilities.  This class has several rules which are established to help you understand that there are deadlines and duties which must be adhered to if you are to succeed.  Perhaps you might not be involved in theatre after this class, but once you join the workforce, many of the skills you practice in this class will be expected and even demanded from you.  Here is a list of five expectations.
1.  Be in your seat when the bell rings.  If you are not, you will be tardy.  Do not come late from another class with a note.  If you are going to be late, let me know before class starts.

2.  Be prepared with your homework, script, props, memorization, and anything else you are expected to bring to class.  The first few minutes of class should not be for “catch up.”  

3. Be knowledgeable about our school’s late work policy.  You should know the guidelines as you signed declaring your understanding.  Never sign anything without knowing what it is!  I will follow the school’s policy regarding late work and absences.   If you are absent the day the work is assigned, then you will be allowed to turn in late work.  Otherwise:
Late work will not be allowed.
4. Be Respectful to yourself and those around you.  You will be part of a team for many assignments.  Do not let your ensemble down.  If your work does not meet the standard set for your group, you will be held responsible as an individual.  That being said, do not depend on one group member.  If they do not show up, even if they have certain required materials, you will still be expected to participate, rehearse, and perform.  This is because:
The show must go on!

5. Be committed to all deadlines and manage your time efficiently.  You will be expected to perform when you are called upon without excuse.  If you are at school, then you are able to perform.  The only exception will be a doctor’s note excusing you from performing.  I understand that sometimes illness might keep us from being our best.  However, if you are present in class, then you are expected to do what is asked of you.  Please don’t withdraw from your obligations or take a ZERO for any assignment.  You deserve better from yourself.
This year will be as exciting and fun-filled as you make it.  Above all else, you should walk away from theatre arts class a stronger communicator, teammate, and creative thinker.  These are three of the most important skills you can have in life.   Value them.

Please go over these expectations with your parent/guardian, have them sign below, and return the bottom portion of this paper to Mr. Contreras.  This way, there is no misunderstanding about what is expected of you from this course.  I am very excited for the privilege of working with you, instructing you, and learning from you.  I am always on your side, but remember what is expected of you to achieve high marks in this class.  Grades are not the most important thing in the world, however, they are how you will be measured in attaining credits.  If you follow through on your assignments and prepare for your quizzes and performances, you will do great!

By signing below, I understand the rules and expectations of the theatre arts course at Brawley Union High School.  If I have any questions or concerns about my student, I will contact the instructor via email or set up a parent/teacher conference via the counseling center.
___________________________________
________________________________

                                                        Student Name (print)



       Student Signature

___________________________________
________________________________

         Parent Name (print)


         
                             Parent Signature
.

________________________

Date

