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Lesson 4  A Return to Chinese Rule
MAIN IDEAS
Government  Chinese rebels overthrew Mongol rule and started the Ming 

Dynasty.

Economics  At fi rst, Ming emperors encouraged trade and exploration, but 

they later became less interested in the outside world.

Government  The Qing Dynasty ruled for almost 300 years. It was China’s 

last dynasty.

Overthrowing the Mongols
ESSENTIAL QUESTION  How was the Ming Dynasty established?

The First Ming Emperor
• After Kublai, Mongol rule weakened—defeated by Zhu Yuanzhang in 1368
• Zhu formed Ming Dynasty—as “Hongwu,” became its fi rst emperor
   - supported Confucianism and state exams, rebuilt roads and canals
   - rebuilt Great Wall, gave land to farmers and lowered their taxes
• Hongwu controlled all government offi ces, set up secret service
   - tens of thousands of people arrested, killed for treason

Yongle’s Rule
• Hongwu died in 1398, chose grandson to succeed him
   - after fi ve-year struggle, Hongwuʼs son Yongle won power
• Yongle became emperor in 1403, was strong leader
• Ming Dynasty reached height of its power
   - Yongle expanded capital city at Beijing
   - built Forbidden City—palace and temple complex at center of Beijing

REVIEW QUESTION
What improvements did the Ming emperors make in China?
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Trade and Overseas Voyages
ESSENTIAL QUESTION  How did China’s relations with the outside world 

change under the Ming emperors?

The Voyages of Zheng He
• Yongle extended Chinese infl uence; won tributes
   - tribute—payment from one country to another to show respect
• Sent maritime expeditions to other civilizations
   - maritime—related to the sea
• Admiral Zheng He led huge fl eet on seven voyages from 1405 to 1433
   - sailed to India, Arabia, Africa; brought back jewels, gold

A Change of Policy
• By 1430s, Ming government ended voyages, building of seagoing ships
   - Confucian offi cials saw little point to foreign contact, trade
   - were more concerned about threats of invasion from Central Asia
• Chinese merchants still expanded trade in Southeast Asia 
• European ships visited China in 1500s
   - traded Western goods such as silver for silk, tea, porcelain

REVIEW QUESTION
How did China’s policies change after the 1430s?
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The Last Dynasty
ESSENTIAL QUESTION  How was the Qing Dynasty established?

The Manchus’ Qing Dynasty
• Ming Dynasty declined after 300 years in power
   - weak rulers, high taxes, poor harvests led to rebellion
• Manchus—people from Manchuria northeast of China
   - conquered China in 1644, started Qing Dynasty
• Manchus allowed some trade, but limited foreign contacts and infl uence
   - Qing Dynasty was Chinaʼs last—it endured until 1911

REVIEW QUESTION
How did the Manchus gain power?

Lesson Summary
• The Ming Dynasty restored China to a great empire.
• The Ming Dynasty greatly expanded overland trade and maritime voyages.
• After the 1430s, China focused on its northern borders.

Why It Matters Now…
Today the Chinese government still tries to limit foreign infl uence in political 
and economic affairs.


