The Russian Revolution
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“The Russian Revolution was like a firecracker with a very long fuse. The explosion came in 1917, yet the fuse had been burning for nearly a century.”
Russian Czars crush any opposition to their government. Pogroms against Jews.





Industrialization creates gap between rich and poor.  Workers demand better wages and working conditions. Child labor also a problem.





In 1903, Bolsheviks demand change; leader Vladimir Lenin leaves Russia to avoid arrest by the Czarist Regime. Lenin maintained contact with Bolsheviks and waited for his eventual return to Russia.





In 1904-1905 Russia and Japan engage in a war over control of Manchuria and Korea. Russia is shocked and embarrassed as Japan is able to defeat them. This creates problems in Russia.





In 1905, workers went to the Czar’s Palace demanding better working conditions, more personal freedom, and an elected national legislature. Czar Nicholas II wasn’t there, but his guards were and they ordered the soldiers to shoot the workers. This became known as “Bloody Sunday.” This event led to riots all over Russia. Duma was created as well.





Nicholas II drags Russia into World War I.  Russians suffer the most casualties and government weakens. Russian people protest war.  





On March of 1917, local protests exploded into a general uprising known as the March Revolution.  �Czar Nicholas II abdicates the throne and the Duma establishes a provisional government.  The Czars’ family was later executed ending a 300-year reign of the Romanov family.


Lenin would later return to Russia and overthrow the provisional government, beginning a civil war period in Russia.








