Laura MacKenzie 

August 25, 2009 

Per. 1 

Mrs. MacKenzie’s English Class Policies   
Strict adherence to all BUHS policies is expected: dress code to be followed, no cell phones on in class, etc. Students should be ON TIME to class; class ends when the teacher dismisses, not when the bell rings. Enter the classroom quietly and ready to begin working IMMEDIATELY – this means, bring utensils needed for class: textbooks, notebooks, PAPER, PENCILS/PENS – DO NOT expect to borrow such items from the teacher or your classmates. This wastes valuable class time and WILL NOT BE TOLERATED!!!  Not having a textbook IN CLASS will result in a detention/s.
No talking while the teacher is talking. Be courteous and respectful of each other’s persons and properties. 

  

DO NOT LOSE YOUR SYLLABUS!! This will be your guide for anticipated due dates and assignments, projects, tests, as well as a schedule for future class reading. Any changes made to the syllabus will be announced in class – it will be the student’s responsibility to adjust his/her syllabus accordingly. Homework and upcoming assignment due dates will be posted in class; expect to have daily reading assignments and homework. 

  

Restroom Policy: 

Students are given ample time to use the restroom during passing periods and are expected to do so PRIOR to coming to class. Students will only be given a restroom pass if it is a DIRE EMERGENCY. 

  

Tardy Policy:

Students will be counted “tardy” to class if they are not in their seat when the tardy bell rings. Milling about the room/walking/running through the door as the bell rings will count as a TARDY.  The school tardy policy will be strictly followed, so DON’T BE LATE to class!!
Absent/Late/Missing Work Policy: 

Students with excused absences (school related activity, illness, etc.) will be given ONE WEEK to turn missing work related to the absence. For school related absences, or absences the student knows about beforehand (such as vacations, etc.), students should make an appointment with the teacher PRIOR to being absent. Students with missing work due to unexcused absences (skipping class, etc.)  will receive a ZERO for all missing assignments. They will NOT be given an opportunity to make up missing work. Do NOT come at the end of the grading period asking for missing work to make up. Anything over ONE WEEK LATE, will NOT be allowed to be made up. The cut-off point for makeup work will be one week PRIOR to the end of the grading period – NO MAKEUP WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE.
ALL WORK IS STILL DUE ON THE DATE DUE – meaning, if you are absent the due date of an important paper/ project – your assignment is STILL DUE ON THAT DATE. If it is NOT turned in, points WILL BE TAKEN OFF, and/or a failing grade potentially will be given. NO MAKEUP WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED NO EXCEPTIONS!!
Discipline Policy: 

Students are expected to act like the mature, responsible people that you are. HOWEVER, should the need for disciplinary action occur, students may expect the following procedures: 

*ONE verbal warning will be given to the offending student. Behavior is expected to change immediately. 

*Student may be given detention if behavior does not change or: 

*Student may be given a referral and will be excused from class for the remainder of the period. Any missing work will be given a grade of “zero” for that day. Students will not be allowed to make up work missed. 

  

The teacher reserves the right to skip any of the above steps and issue and immediate referral and/or excuse the student from class should the need arise. 

  

Reading Policy: 

All English 4 students are expected to read books ON THEIR OWN TIME. ALL books MUST be at the student’s reading level, and must be worth AT LEAST 5 POINTS PER BOOK. Students may test in my classroom at the student computer during TUTORIAL PERIOD ONLY. No AR tests will be accepted from the Library or Computer Lab.  All books must be read DURING THIS SEMESTER – not from previous years, summer reading, etc. 
Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism Policy:

All course essays will be run through the plagiarism prevention website: www.turnitin.com  Failure to submit an essay or assignment to the website by the appropriate due date will result in a failing grade/zero grade on the assignment. Students found to be engaging in plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty of ANY kind, on ANY quiz, test, or assignment, will receive a failing grade/zero grade on the assignment AND will be submitted to the Discipline Office with teacher recommendation for immediate Suspension (as per school policy). 

   
GRADING POLICY: 

A  = 90-100                 B = 80-89        C = 70-79        D = 60-69        F = 59 and below 

  

Grades are weighted according to the following categories: 

Essays /Tests 
Semester Final 
Quizzes/ Homework 
Class Participation 
  

Extra Credit opportunities will be given RARELY – if ever. DO NOT, I repeat, DO NOT come to the teacher at the end of the grading period and ask for extra credit work to bring your grade up.  You will NEVER be given extra credit opportunities to make up a 6, 12, 18 week or semester grade. Extra Credit opportunities will most likely count for homework or class participation grades. As they are RARELY given, it is recommended that the students seize every opportunity the teacher extends for extra credit.

*Teacher Contact Info: lmackenzie@brawleyhigh.org or  312-5819 xt., 4167

PARENT/STUDENT SIGNATURES REQUIRED:

Parents and students: Please sign at the bottom of the page and have your student return the signature portion to the teacher. Both a parent AND student signature is required. This is will be given a grade.
Please read the following policies regarding Absent/Late/Missing Work and Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism, and sign at the bottom of the page.
Absent/Late/Missing Work Policy: 

Students with excused absences (school related activity, illness, etc.) will be given ONE WEEK to turn in missing work related to the absence. For school related absences, or absences the student knows about beforehand (such as vacations, etc.), students should make an appointment with the teacher PRIOR to being absent. Students with missing work due to unexcused absences (skipping class, etc.)  will receive a ZERO for all missing assignments. They will NOT be given an opportunity to make up missing work. Do NOT come at the end of the grading period asking for missing work to make up. Anything over ONE WEEK LATE, will NOT be allowed to be made up. The cut-off point for makeup work will be one week PRIOR to the end of the grading period – NO MAKEUP WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE.

ALL WORK IS STILL DUE ON THE DATE DUE – meaning, if you are absent the due date of an important paper/ project – your assignment is STILL DUE ON THAT DATE. If it is NOT turned in, points WILL BE TAKEN OFF, and/or a failing grade potentially will be given. 

Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism Policy:

All course essays will be run through the plagiarism prevention website: www.turnitin.com  Failure to submit an essay or assignment to the website by the appropriate due date will result in a failing grade/zero grade on the assignment. Students found to be engaging in plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty of ANY kind, on ANY quiz, test, or assignment, will receive a failing grade/zero grade on the assignment AND will be submitted to the Discipline Office with teacher recommendation for immediate Suspension (as per school policy). 
*Teacher Contact Info: lmackenzie@brawleyhigh.org  or 312-5819 xt, 4167

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please retain the above portion for your personal records, turn in the signature portion only.
I acknowledge that I have read Mrs. MacKenzie’s Class Policies regarding Absent/Late/Missing Work and Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism.

______________________________ 


________________________
Parent signature





student signature
